SPIRIT OF GRAINS
Competition Entries
Grain farming is a massive part of the world’s and my family’s history. The first thing my family did when they
came to Australia is clear land on the lower Eyre Peninsula to form the beautiful Moni-Carbi farm. My sister
and I are the 6th generation, and our parents and their parents and their parents etc, have each seen change in
the way the farm operates. Twenty or so years ago the land used to be tilled 3 or 4 times, turning the rich earth
into weak dust, easily lost to wind and rain.
Now that’s changed, but at a cost. Chemicals are being used to help protect the crops against bugs and weeds,
but these chemicals are killing the good bugs. So how is my family looking for a way to fix the problem?
Moni-Carbi is in South Australia, one of the states that still don’t allow genetically modified crops. Though
the process comes with risks, they can be avoided if proper care is taken and are well worth the benefits.
GM crops would need fewer pesticides and hopefully have better quality for less labour. Growing up I have
always wanted to be a part of the farm and assumed I would grow up to look after it like my dad and uncle
and auntie, who own a neighbouring farm. But upon attending high school I discovered my passion for STEM,
especially science.
Having the raw experience of growing up on a farm and the opportunity to explore areas of agricultural
science, will hopefully provide me with a future where I can help change the future of cropping, if SA will
allow GM. Australian farmers provide some of the highest quality crops yet aren’t paid enough, as we harvest
when the market is saturated from the crops from other countries. Australian farms, including our own, don’t
get paid what they should due to this unlucky circumstance.
During my time attending a STEM camp in Adelaide, I became friends with young students interested in
meteorology, and many of them were excited about using their knowledge and passion to help shape weather
patterns. At this camp, we were able to explore possibilities about how STEM will change the world and
especially farming and ways to grow food. The future for grain farming and Moni-Carbi are bright.
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